intermediates were detected by Southern blot. HBV gene expression and replication Further, we detected serum and hepatic HBV DNA in mice by real-time PCR at 330 the indicated time points after HI. In pAAV-PC-injected mice, the serum HBV DNA 331 level was 1.4×10 6 copies/ml at 3 dpi and increased to 2.4×10 7 copies/ml at 5 dpi ( pAAV-SH, pAAV-SH-DPS, and pAAV-SH/pAAV-SH-DPS but were less than 10% of 338 that of the PC group (Fig. 4C) HBsAg were detected in mice from all groups except the mock group at 14 dpi and 28 (Fig. 3C) . PC, mice HI with a HBV replication-competent plasmid pHBV-B originated from genotype B as a positive control. Mock, mice HI with PBS as a negative control. Two tailed t-test was used to determine the differences in multiple comparisons (*, P<0.05, **, P <0.01 and ***, P<0.005).
